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The monitoring program of long-term variation of selected Fraunhofer lines is described. The aim
of the program is to study how the physical parameters of the quiet solar atmosphere change over
the solar cycle No. 24. The research is based on high spectral resolution observations of the quiet Sun
using the horizontal solar telescope ATSU-5 of the Main Astronomical Observatory of the National
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine. The diagnostics of the solar cycle atmospheric variation includes
observations of the Hα, Ca ii K& H and about 40 spectral lines of neutral and ionized chemical
elements at different positions on the solar disk. Since 2012 the observations are performed daily,
when the weather conditions allow. The observational season lasts from March to October. The first
results of the observations show that the line core depths and full widths at half maximum of the
weak Fe i 538.634 nm, moderate Fe i 539.829 nm, and strong Fe i 558.677 nm lines, as well as the
bisector curvature of the last two lines show response to the cycle modulation of the total unsigned
magnetic field of the Sun. The behavior of these line parameters can be explained by variations of
the temperature and convective motions of the quiet photosphere during this cycle.

Key words: solar instrumentation, observations, spectral lines, solar magnetic field, solar cycle
variations.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The first monitoring programs aimed to study long-
term changes in the Fraunhofer spectrum of the Sun
started in the mid-fifties of the last century. An overview
of some of them can be found in the monograph by
Atroshchenko et al. [1]. Many of these programs are usu-
ally based on the observations whose duration does not
exceed one or two years (see, e.g., [2] and references
therein). As an exception, there are several programs
of long-term monitoring of Fraunhofer lines in the so-
lar spectrum. In 1984 Krat and Kokhan [3] published
results of 11-year center-to-limb observations of select-
ed Fraunhofer lines carried out since 1969. They found
some changes in the parameters of some lines with a cy-
cle of solar activity. Doyle et al. [4] studied the changes
of Mn i 539.5 nm and Ca ii H 393.3 nm lines in the solar
flux spectrum (i.e., “the Sun as a star”) recorded during
1978–1993. Around 35 years Livingston et al. [5–7] ob-
served chromospheric (Hα, Ca ii K & H, CN 388.3 nm,
Ca i 854.2 nm, He i 1083 nm) and photospheric (Fe i

537.9579 nm, C i 538.0323 nm, and Ti ii 538.1026 nm)
Fraunhofer lines, integrated over the full disk and some
of them for a small region near the center of the solar
disk. After 2006 SOLIS (Synoptic Optical Long-term In-
vestigations of the Sun) provides autonomous full-disk
spectral, magnetic, and imaging measurements to help
understanding solar activity and its effect on the Earth’s
climate and atmosphere [8, 9]. It should be noted that
the Sun as a star monitoring of spectral lines reflects
variations of solar activity and makes it impossible to
study separately the cycle variations of the quiet Sun. In

spite of the considerable efforts of many researchers it is
still unknown how the physical parameters of the quiet
solar atmosphere change over the 11-year cycle of solar
activity. Our long-term monitoring program of selected
Fraunhofer lines aims to clarify this question.

II. OBSERVATIONS

Our research is based on center-to-limb observations of
the quiet Sun obtained with a high (R = 330 000) spec-
tral resolution at the horizontal solar telescope ATSU-5
of the Main Astronomical Observatory of the Nation-
al Academy of Sciences of Ukraine (hereinafter MAO
NASU). The telescope described by Gurtovenko, Kostik
and Shchukina [10,11] was set into operation in 1966. In
2011 its reconstruction was performed. The main tele-
scope characteristics are: a 440 mm coelostat and addi-
tional mirrors, a 440-mm main mirror with a focal length
of 17.5 m. The telescope has a spectrograph which can
be used both in one and double pass mode. The spec-
trograph collimator and camera 500-mm mirror is built
from a single block of glass and has a focal length of
7 m. Currently, the telescope is equipped with a CCD
camera SBIG ST-8300M. Its array (17.96 × 13.52 mm)
has 3326× 2504 pixels at 5.4 microns. The grating has a
ruled area of 140× 150 mm with 600 lines per mm. The
instrumental profile of the spectrograph in the fourth or-
der measured at 632.8 nm using a helium-neon laser has
a half width of 18–20 mÅ. The monitoring of the instru-
mental profile during the observational season shows the
variation of its half-widths within 10%. More details on
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the instrumental profile measurements are described by
Osipov in his paper [12].

The diagnostics of the solar cycle variation of the qui-
et solar atmosphere includes observations of the Hα,
Ca ii K & H and about 40 spectral lines of neutral and
ionized chemical elements (C i, Ca i, Cr i, Mn i, Fe i,
Fe ii, Ti ii) in nine spectral regions from 393 nm to
657 nm (393.0–393.7, 524.4–525.2, 532.0–532.8, 537.6–
538.5, 539.0–539.8, 558.4–559.2, 624.9–625.7, 632.6–
633.3, 655.3–657.3 nm). The formation heights of these
lines cover the large portion of the photosphere, the tem-
perature minimum and the lower chromosphere. Since
2012 we perform observations at three positions on the
solar disk (center, north and south poles) with the en-
trance slit height of 2 arc min. The exposure time is as
a rule in the range of 1–2.5 s.

Fig. 1. Disk-center bisector V (R∆λ) (open circles with sol-
id line) of the Fe i 532.41 nm line and curve dV/dR(∆λ) (sol-
id line) that demonstrates bisector noise. Top panel: obser-
vations at ATSU-5. Middle panel: Liège atlas [13]. Bottom

panel: FTS atlas [14, 15].

The observing program consists in using the spectro-
graph in one pass mode. Figure 1 quantifies the quality
of the observations at the telescope ATSU-5 of the MAO
NASU. The top, middle and bottom panels of the figure
present disk-center bisectors V (R∆λ) and bisector noise
dV/d(∆λ) of the Fe i 532.4 nm line profile obtained from
observations at ATSU-5, from Liège [13] and FTS [14,15]
atlases, respectively. We define bisector V (R∆λ) as the

loci of points midway between equal-intensity points on
either side of the line profiles:

V (R∆λ) = (∆λb + ∆λr)/2,

where ∆λb and ∆λr are, respectively, the wavelengths of
the blue and red line wings for a given value of the line
residual intensity R∆λ. Figure 1 clearly shows that com-
pared to the double pass mode, such a scheme makes
it possible to measure line bisectors with an accuracy
higher than that of Liège and FTS atlases. In addition,
it enables to make faster observations reducing seeing
effects.

We developed the methods to account for the turbu-
lence inside the telescope ATSU-5, the instrumental scat-
tered light and instrumental profile of its spectrograph.
This allows to record the Fraunhofer lines on long time
scales with a high precision metrological stability. The
observations are performed daily, when the weather con-
ditions allow. Observational season lasts from March to
October. In total we have 284 days of observations be-
tween 2012 and 2016.

III. FIRST RESULTS

We show preliminary results of our monitoring pro-
gram using observations of three Fe i lines of different
strength at the solar disk center. The first Fe i 538.634
nm line is rather weak. According to Gurtovenko and
Kostik [10] its formation region extends from the bot-
tom of the photosphere (the wings) to the height of
HD = 178 km (the line core). The second Fe i 539.829 nm
line is a typical representative of moderate Fe i lines. It
is formed in the layer between the lower and middle pho-
tosphere (HD = 315 km). The third line is Fe i 558.677
nm. As shown by Shchukina and Trujillo Bueno [16] the
formation region of this strong line covers the whole pho-
tosphere, herewith its core intensity comes from the tem-
perature minimum.

In the present work, we analyze three parameters of
these lines. They are a line core depth (D), full width at
half maximum (FWHM) and a line asymmetry. The first
two of them can be indicators of the temperature varia-
tion of the solar atmosphere, while the third one can be
used as a diagnostic tool to investigate the variation of
solar granulation and convective motions. In this study,
we use for description of the line asymmetry the bisector
curvature or, in other words, its deflection. We measure
this deflection at the wavelength point where its deriva-
tive becomes zero (see Fig. 1). At disk center, bisectors
for stronger lines are generally convex toward the blue
wavelength side, a curve reminiscent of the letter “C”,
while the bisectors of weaker lines look like an inclined
curve. It means that for weak lines like Fe i 538.634 nm
we cannot measure the bisector deflection.
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Fig. 2. Variations of the line core depth (left panels) and the line full width at half maximum (right panels) of the three Fe i

lines obtained at ATSU-5 telescope over observing seasons of 2012–2016.

Figure 2 shows variations with time of the line core
depth and full width at half maximum of these lines ob-
tained for the quiet regions of the solar disk center during
observations at the ATSU-5 telescope. Time variations of
the bisector curvature of the moderate Fe i 539.829 nm
and the strong Fe i 558.677 nm lines are shown on Fig. 3.
In these figures black filled circles represent values aver-
aged over the observing seasons of 2012–2016, while the
vertical lines are 95% confidence intervals for random er-
rors. As one can see, the line parameter variations are
small. For the line depth they are within a few tenths of
a percent. The amplitudes of the FWHM variations are
below 1 mÅ and variations of the bisector curvature are
less than 10 m/s.

We compared these variations with the global unsigned
magnetic field of the Sun measured by the Wilcox Solar
Observatory [17] over the years 2012–2016 (see Fig. 4).
The first two white points shown on Fig. 4 are close to
the first maximum of the 24th cycle of solar activity.
Next two white points present the peak of the activity
observed in 2014 and 2015. The last point is on the de-
scending part of the cycle. Our measurements reveal that
the line core depths D (Fig. 2, left panel) and FWHM
(Fig. 2, middle panel) of all three Fe i lines and the bisec-
tor curvature (Fig. 3) of the stronger Fe i lines track the
variations of the total unsigned magnetic flux. Interest-
ingly, their line depths increase with the total unsigned
magnetic flux, while their full widths FWHM become
narrower as we approach the peak of the solar activity.
At the same time, we found that the equivalent widths W
of these lines do not correlate with the solar activity cy-
cle. Their variations are below 1 mÅ. The behavior of the
D and FWHM parameters can be explained by assuming
that near the maximum of the 11-year solar activity the
temperature gradient of the quiet photosphere becomes
slightly larger. Consequently, the line wing and core in-
tensities decrease and the Fe i lines become deeper and
narrower. An observable change of the line bisector cur-
vature might mean that the convection in the Sun can

be modulated by magnetic field variations affecting the
energy transport in the outer solar layers.

Fig. 3. Variations of the line bisector curvature (deflec-
tion), measured in the velocity units for the moderate and
strong Fe i lines obtained at ATSU-5 telescope over observing
seasons of 2012–2016.

Fig. 4. The total unsigned magnetic field of the Sun in
Gauss as measured by the Wilcox Solar Observatory [17] over
2012–2016. Grey circles indicate the value of the magnetic
field for observing days at the ATSU-5. White circles are av-
eraged over each period.
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IV. COCLUSIONS

The high precision metrological stability on long time
scales of the telescope ATSU-5 of the MAO NASU al-
lows to measure the slightest temporal changes of the
solar spectral line parameters. Thanks to this, we were
able to detect that during 2012–2016 the line parame-
ters of the three Fe i lines correlated with the variation
of the global unsight magnetic field of the Sun. We in-
terpreted this result as an indication that the quiet solar
atmosphere may be affected by the cycle magnetism. In
order to prove or refute this conclusion we continue our
monitoring program and diagnostics of the solar cycle
variation of the quiet atmosphere resorting to observa-
tions not only of these three Fe i lines but all selected
Fraunhofer lines counting over 40.

We are also going to compare the observed long-term
behavior of the Fraunhofer lines with predictions of 3D
magnetohydrodynamics simulations of solar convection.
We hope, this should quantify the temperature and con-
vective variations of the quiet solar photosphere over the
11-year cycle of solar activity. We are planning to present
the results of such a comparison in future publications.
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Описано програму монiторинґу довгострокових змiн фраунгоферових лiнiй у сонячному спектрi. Мета

програми — з’ясувати поведiнку змiн фiзичних параметрiв спокiйної сонячної атмосфери протягом 24-го

циклу сонячної активностi. Дослiдження базуються на спостереженнях iз високою спектральною роздiль-

ною здатнiстю, проведених на горизонтальному сонячному телескопi Головної астрономiчної обсерваторiї

Нацiональної академiї наук України. Для дiагностики варiацiй спокiйної атмосфери Сонця з 24-м циклом

використано спостереження лiнiй Hα, Ca ii K& H i бiльш нiж 40 лiнiй нейтральних та йонiзованих хiмiчних

елементiв у спокiйних дiлянках центру сонячного диска. Починаючи вiд 2012 року спостереження проводять

з березня до жовтня щодня, коли дозволяють погоднi умови. Першi результати спостережень указують на

те, що глибина i напiвширина слабкої Fe i 538.634 нм, помiрної Fe i 539.829 нм i сильної Fe i 558.677 нм лiнiй,

а також прогин бiсектора останнiх двох лiнiй реаґують на модуляцiї з 11-рiчним циклом сонячної активнос-

тi загального магнiтного поля Сонця. Поведiнку зазначених параметрiв лiнiй можна пояснити варiацiями

температури й конвективних параметрiв спокiйної фотосфери протягом цього циклу.
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